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PREPARING YOUR HOME
FOR WINTER WEATHER

As the temperatures drop and winter approaches, it's crucial to

prepare your home's plumbing system for the challenges ahead.

This guide will walk you through essential steps to protect your
pipes, prevent costly damage, and ensure your plumbing continues

to function smoothly throughout the coldest months of the year.
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UNDERSTAND WINTER
PLUMBING RISK

Before diving into prevention strategies, it's essential to understand
the primary risks your plumbing faces during winter:

1. Understanding Winter Plumbing Risks

2. Insulating Your Pipes

3. Protecting Outdoor Fixtures

4. Maintaining Your Water Heater

5. Preparing for Emergencies

6. Smart Home Solutions for Winter Plumbing

7. Professional Inspection and Maintenance
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INSULATING YOUR

PIPES

Proper insulation is your first line of defense against frozen pipes.
Follow these steps to protect your plumbing:

1 Identify Vulnerable Areas:
Focus on pipes in unheated areas like
basements, attics, and exterior walls.

2 Choose the Right Insulation:
Use foam pipe sleeves or heat tape for
maximum protection.

Insulate Properly:
Ensure complete coverage, paying special

attention to bends and joints.

Don't Forget Valves and Fittings:
4 These areas are often overlooked but

equally important to insulate.

DID YOU KNOW

Did You Know? A 1/8-inch crack in a pipe can leak up to

250 gallons of water per day, causing significant damage
to your home.
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PROTECTING OUTDOOR

FIXTURES

Outdoor plumbing elements are particularly vulnerable to
winter damage. Take these steps to protect them:

1.Disconnect and Drain Garden Hoses: Store them indoors to
prevent freezing and cracking.

2.Shut Off Outdoor Water Supply: Locate and close the shut-off
valves for outdoor faucets.

3.Install Frost-Free Sillcocks: Replace standard outdoor faucets
with frost-free versions for added protection.

4.Protect Sprinkler Systems: Blow out irrigation lines and insulate

above-ground components.
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MAINTAINING YOUR

WATER HEATER

Your water heater works harder during winter. Ensure it's up to
the task with these maintenance steps:

1. Flush the Tank: Remove sediment buildup
to improve efficiency.

2. Check the Pressure Relief Valve: Ensure
it's functioning correctly to prevent
excessive pressure buildup.

3. Insulate the Tank: Use a water heater

blanket to reduce heat loss and improve
efficiency.

4. Adjust the Temperature: Set it to 120°F
(49°C) for optimal performance and

safety.

ENERGY-SAVING TIP:

Lowering your water heater temperature by just
10°F can save you up to 5% on your energy billl.
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PREPARING FOR

EMERGENCIES

Despite your best efforts, emergencies can still occur.
Be prepared with these steps:

1. Locate Your Main Water Shut-Off Valve: Everyone in your household

should know where it is and how to use it.

2. Create an Emergency Kit: Include items like a flashlight, adjustable

wrench, and pipe repair tape.

3. Know Your Plumber: Keep the contact information of a reliable
emergency plumbing service handy. We'd be honored if you'd keep our
number handy for those emergency situations [Tracking Phone

Number]
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SMART HOME SOLUTIONS

FOR WINTER PLUMBING

Leverage technology to protect your plumbing:

1.Smart Water Monitors: Detect leaks early
and alert you to potential issues.

2.WiFi-Enabled Shut-Off Valves: Control
your water supply remotely.

3.Temperature Sensors: Get alerts when
temperatures in vulnerable areas drop to

dangerous levels.
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PROFESSIONAL
INSPECTION AND

MAINTENANCE

While DIY preparations are essential, nothing
beats the expertise of a professional:

1 Focus on pipes in unheated areas like
basements, attics, and exterior walls.

2 Have your heating system checked to
ensure it's running efficiently.

fixtures to more efficient, winter-resistant
models.

3 Consider upgrading older plumbing

EXPERT INSIGHT:

"An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure. A

professional inspection can identify potential issues before

they become costly emergencies.” Josh Todd, General

Manager.
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SCHEDULE YOUR PRE-
WINTER PLUMBING
INSPECTION TODAY!

SCHEDULE YOUR PRE-WINTER PLUMBING
INSPECTION TODAY!
(803) 262-0260.

This guide is brought to you by Cottrell & Co., your
trusted partner in plumbing and HVAC services.
For more expert advice and professional assistance,
visit our welbsite
cottrellplumbingheatingandair.com

or contact us today (803) 262-0260.
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